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attempts to remove a special class of children from the
Institutions under my care had been made. With one
exception, in every instance the relations, whether mothers,
fathers or aunts, as the case might be, making these appli-
cations, had been persons of either notoriously evil or at
least very doubtful character. In all these cases the children
had been rescued by me from positions of neglect, physical
suffering or destitution, and sometimes from the society of
immoral people, or people who had been criminally con-
victed. But another remarkable similarity ran through every
individual case. Although the people were manifestly im-
pecunious, they were, on each occasion, represented by
Solicitors and Counsel; and the Solicitors were always the
same Firm!"
Naturally, therefore, when these Solicitors demanded
the return of this lad to his mother, that he might be placed
in "a good School", Barnardo asked questions—which the
Solicitors answered, they said, "as a matter of courtesy",
maintaining that Barnardo had "no legal right'3 to put
them, and warning him that in future cases such "courtesy*5
was not to be expected. But their answer to the vital question
was highly elusive; so Barnardo insisted upon being told
the name of this "good School" or, at least, whether it was
Protestant or Catholic. That interrogation, in turn* the
Solicitors side-stepped: "Our client may perhaps keep the
boy under her own care, she being quite able to maintain
him." Barnardo knew this statement was misleading so, at
once, he directed the Secretary to write to the mother
informing her that he should "consider it his duty, as the
present guardian of the child, and in its best interests, to
seek the advice and authority of the Courts before taking
any step in the matter"; and warning her that, if she forced
the case into Court, she might have "to satisfy the Judges
of the perfect respectability, sobriety and morality" of her
own life: for a "searching inquiry53 would be made into
her "habits and mode of life extending over many years".

